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Synopsis

Performed by Welcome to Night Vale podcast narrator Cecil Baldwin and special guests Dylan
Marron, Retta, ThAfAGrAfA se Plummer, and Dan Bittner, with music by Disparition. From the
creators of the wildly popular Welcome to Night Vale podcast comes an imaginative mystery of
appearances and disappearances that is also a poignant look at the ways in which we all struggle to
find ourselves...no matter where we live. "Hypnotic and darkly funny.... Belongs to a particular strain
of American gothic that encompasses The Twilight Zone, Stephen King and Twin Peaks, with a bit
of Tremors thrown in." (The Guardian) Located in a nameless desert somewhere in the great
American Southwest, Night Vale is a small town where ghosts, angels, aliens, and government
conspiracies are all commonplace parts of everyday life. It is here that the lives of two women, with
two mysteries, will converge. Nineteen-year-old Night Vale pawn shop owner Jackie Fierro is given
a paper marked "KING CITY" by a mysterious man in a tan jacket holding a deerskin suitcase.
Everything about him and his paper unsettles her, especially the fact that she can’t seem to get the
paper to leave her hand and that no one who meets this man can remember anything about him.
Jackie is determined to uncover the mystery of King City and the man in the tan jacket before she
herself unravels. Night Vale PTA treasurer Diane Crayton’s son, Josh, is moody and also a
shape-shifter. And lately Diane’s started to see her son’s father everywhere she goes, looking the
same as the day he left years earlier, when they were both teenagers. Josh, looking different every
time Diane sees him, shows a stronger and stronger interest in his estranged father, leading to a
disaster Diane can see coming, even as she is helpless to prevent it. Diane’s search to reconnect
with her son and Jackie’s search for her former routine life collide as they find themselves coming
back to two words: "KING CITY". It is King City that holds the key to both of their mysteries, and

their futures...if they can ever find it.
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Customer Reviews

As much as | avoid audiobooks (and have on many instance reiterated this fact), | love listening to
the Night Vale podcast. There is something about Cecil’s voice that makes me want to keep
hearing, no matter if he is describing a blood stone ritual or a rain of animal carcasses. Night Vale is
weird, period. And we have almost always heard only Cecil’s version of the town. With this novel,
we see Night Vale anew from the eyes of Jackie Fiero, owner of Night Vale’s sole pawn shop and
Diane Crayton (who has made many appearances before), the PTA head. When the Man in the Tan
Jacket comes once again in Night Vale, he leaves chaos in his wake (but honestly, isn’t Night Vale
basically a chaotic alternate universe of our world?) in the form of slips of paper that won’t leave
their owner’s hand and only read ’King City’.Jackie is one such recipient and with her life in
upheaval, she vows to get to the bottom of it, even if she has to brave the deadly Libraries of Night
Vale. Diane, a single mother, doesn’t know how to communicate with her shape-shifting teenage
son, Josh, especially now that his dad, is come back into town and is literally everywhere. Jackie’s
and Diane’s paths cross in ways you wouldn’t imagine, with the Man in the Tan Jacket at the crux of
it. Familiar characters like Old Woman Josie and Erikas, John Peter (you know, the farmer?) and
Steve Carlsberg make frequent appearances in the plot, as does our lovable radio host, Cecil, and
his boyfriend Carlos.While this is about Night Vale, it is not strictly necessary to have listened to the
podcast before, because the characters stories and new and you can even get the plot despite
being a greenie.
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